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Background  

DG BSAP SEA 3-2021 considered and developed further the actions proposed for the Sea-based activities 
segment, based on the guidance from HELCOM 42-2021 and comments received. The meeting agreed that 
the formulation of some of the actions is already satisfactory, agreed that DG BSAP SEA 4-2021 will focus on 
the actions that need further work and set up intersessional processes for drafting these actions. 

The attached Excel document includes the actions relevant for the sea-based activities segment. The actions 
for which the formulation has been agreed to be satisfactory are coloured green and the actions that are still 
open are coloured yellow. The Meeting is invited to consider and finalize the formulation of all yellow actions, 
taking into account proposals made intersessionally, as detailed in the Excel attachment. The actions have 
been divided under provisional themes and topics and the meeting is invited to consider and agree to this 
division.  

DG BSAP 6-2021 (22 April 2021) reviewed all the actions for which the formulation is already satisfactory 
(coloured green) and agreed on all actions except SN17 and SN28 which have been reverted to yellow colour. 
The Meeting will be invited to consider and finalize these actions, taking into account the comments made 
at DG BSAP SEA 6-2021 as detailed in the Excel attachment.  

The Secretariat has proposed target years for some of the actions which were still lacking target years. These 
proposals are coloured red in font the Excel attachment. 

Discussion on identified gaps 
DG BSAP 5-2021 took note that the EU has identified a possible gap concerning the set of actions. In their 
view, while many actions target by-catch, actions on reducing impact on the seabed from fishing activities 
are lacking. DG BSAP 5-2021 consequently invited DG BSAP SEA 3-2021 to consider this possible gap. DG BSAP 
SEA 3-2021 did not have time to consider the possible gap and postponed the discussion to DG BSAP SEA 4-
2021. 

Germany has proposed intersessionally the following additional actions to address the gap: 

By [2023] significantly reduce sea-floor loss and disturbance by fisheries, particularly in 
sensitive areas, protected areas or areas serving as carbon sinks, by establishing year-round 
exclusion zones for mobile bottom-contacting fishing gear, and thereby also create areas that 
can be used as scientific reference areas. 

Establish no-take zones in 10% of the Baltic Sea area by [2025] to maintain or restore the 
integrity, structure and functioning of ecosystems and to safeguard e.g. spawning, nursery and 
feeding grounds and to enable fish stock recovery. 
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In addition, CCB and WWF identified gaps related to recreational boating, as detailed in document 2-2 
submitted to DG BSAP SEA 3-2021. CCB and WWF will be invited to raise this matter, as appropriate, when 
related actions are considered by the Meeting.  

DG BSAP BIO 4-2021 held on 25 March provided the following input to DG BSAP SEA 3-2021: 

- DG BSAP BIO 4-2021 agreed that proposed addition by EU “Maintain, develop and extend regulatory 
or voluntary schemes to close key seabird areas and seasons to static net fisheries and to monitor 
incidental catches of seabirds. Extend and develop outreach programmes for the fisheries sector 
concerning their possible impacts on seabird populations.” to action coded BE15/BN05 should rather 
be added to the sea-based segment and invited DG BSAP SEA 3-2021 to consider the proposal. 

- DG BSAP BIO 4-2021 invited DG BSAP SEA 3-2021 to take into account the action BE19  

“By [2022] at the latest, specify knowledge gaps on all threats to the Baltic Proper harbour 
porpoise population, and by [2023] for the western Baltic population, including bycatch and 
areas of high bycatch risk, underwater noise, contaminants and prey depletion. Knowledge 
gaps related to areas of high by-catch risk are to be addressed and by [2028] at the latest 
additional areas of high bycatch risk for both Baltic Sea populations are to be determined. 

To strengthen Baltic harbour porpoise population, by [2025] identify possible mitigation 
measures for threats other than by-catch and implement such measures as they become 
available.”  

and the proposed target years when considering the by-catch related actions under the sea-based 
activities segment.  

 
DG BSAP SEA 3-2021 did not have time to consider the input and the discussion was postponed to DG BSAP 
SEA 4-2021. 

 

Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to: 

- consider and finalize the formulation for all remaining actions for which the formulations have not 
been agreed; 

- consider the possible gap in the set of actions; 

- propose target years for all relevant actions in the sea-based activities segment; 

- consider and agree on the division of actions under themes and topics. 

 

 

 
 

 

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/DG%20BSAP%20SEA%203-2021-862/MeetingDocuments/2-2%20Gap_Inconsistency%20identified%20within%20the%20BSAP%20process%20-%20Recreational%20boating.pdf
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